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INTRODUCTION

The Avery County Land Use Plan is formulated and produced by the Avery County
Planning Department to be used as a template to assist growth and development
in Avery County. The Avery County Planning Department works in cooperation
with the North Carolina Division of Community Assistance, Region-D Council of
Government and the Avery County Planning Board to formulate a planin the
attempt to meet individual needs as the area grows.

Avery County Planning Department has accumulated data since 1996 until the
present in order to prepare this document. The Avery County Land Use Planis a
guidance document on the analysis of the county’s existing physical resources,
economic resources and natural resources. The planning process allows Avery
County the opportunity to develop short-term goals and long term objectives that
address the needs of the community and to make informed decisions in the light
of existing financial pressures, county resources, land management practices and
public opinion.



Purpose and Scope

The purpose of this document is twofold: One is to organize pertinent
information into a comprehensive synopsis and the other, separate yet for a
dependent purpose in order to offer insight and direction in future decisions
concerning land use management, development and economic growth. This
document is a continuation of previous planning efforts and new data will only
enhance what has been accomplished.

The other purpose or component of this plan and a specific requirement of the
Mountain Area Planning Program is a Land Classification Map which graphically
illustrates future land use objectives. Explanation of this map and other analytical
maps can be found in Chapter Il of this document.

The scope of this report encompasses rural unincorporated Avery County and
eight incorporated municipalities; Newland, Banner Elk, Crossnore, Village of
Sugar Mountain, Elk Park, Beech Mountain, Seven Devils and the Village of
Grandfather Mountain. However, the emphasis of the Land Use Plan is on the
issues facing Avery County as a whole and particularly

all the local governmental units.
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Methodology

Avery County’s Land Use Plan has followed a steady continuous transformation. County
planning projects were initiated as early as the mid 1960’s and more concrete planning efforts
came to be in 1983 when the Avery County Board of Commissioners appointed a Planning
Board, adopted the Mountain Ridge Protection Ordinance, Avery County Building Height
Ordinance and a Sedimentation and Erosion Ordinance and was granted a Local Program
designation from the North Carolina Division of Land Quality in 1988.

Initiatives by Avery County in economic development and cooperation with the municipalities
have resulted in an alliance through mutual concerns and addressing a Growth Management
Plan and the implementation of other land management practices. Avery County has identified
six opportunities through the original Growth Management Plan of which includes the following
areas: Environmental issues, growth management (local ordinances), travel and tourism, small
business development, agricultural, horticulture and transportation.

The Avery County Planning Department utilizes the County’s GIS Mapping System with local
program, Erosion and Sedimentation Ordinance implementing and regulating the Land Use Plan
Ordinances adopted by the county commissioners. County ordinances are as follows:
Residential Subdivision Ordinance, Mountain Ridge Protection Ordinance, Avery County
Building Height Ordinance, Farmland Preservation Ordinance, National Flood Insurance and
Flood Damage Prevention Ordinance, Watershed Protection Ordinance and a High Impact
Industry Protection Ordinance.

Avery County’s current planning process was initiated in 1988 has continued through the Avery
County Planning Department which was set up in 1996 and continues to monitor and regulate
growth until today. The Planning Department has identified three principle areas which make
up the local economy; horticulture (Christmas trees and other ornamental shrubbery), travel
and tourism and the second home industry (construction and subdivision development). These
issues were derived from the evaluation of accomplished concerns and the most eminent
constraints and opportunities.
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Demographic Characteristics

The analysis of demographic and economic characteristics of the county is very
important when planning for future growth and development. By reviewing the
past/present census data and internal/external forces, the future census can be
estimated.

Population: Avery County Growth Rate
1980 14,409 0-
1990 14,867 3% (+)
2000 17,167 | 21% (+)
2010 17,951 3.7% (+)

Avery County’s meager growth rate of 3.7% for the past decade is pretty much
what the experts have been predicting as this is a characteristic of neighboring
western counties.

The population for municipalities in Avery County has remained somewhat the
same over the past decade. Banner Elk Township experiences the greatest
fluctuation in population due to the student enrollment at Lees McRae College
and whether the students and faculty reside within the town’s jurisdiction or in
outlying areas. The two least populated towns in Avery County are Beech
Mountain and Seven Devils which are bisected by Avery and Watauga County
boundary lines and the majority of the two towns jurisdiction is in Watauga
County. The Town of Beech Mountain crosses two townships, Beech Mountain
and Banner Elk, with the majority of the towns land area in the Banner Elk

Township. Sugar Mountain Village also encompasses the two townships of
Banner Elk and Linville.



The previous census data for unincorporated and incorporated resort
communities has been hard to determine due to the fact these part-time
residence have their primary residence in other cities and in many cases, other
states. The North Carolina Department of Commerce has estimated that Avery
County during the months of May through September has an increased
population of second-homes residence or extended- stay residence (extended-
stay means residing in Avery County six weeks or more) estimated at 60,000. This
means that some census data is incomplete when estimating the volume of traffic
when using population alone as the determining factor for traffic reports.

Throughout time, the majority of the people have lived outside the municipal
jurisdictions. This still holds true today for within the rural areas of the county,
83% of the population resides in rural unincorporated areas. The largest number
of people live in the Linville township with a total population of 5017 or about
30%. Tables I-1 through I-8 reflect the population for demographic and economic
characteristics.



ECONOMIC DATA

The travel and tourism is the largest provider of employment in Avery County
and contributes to entertainment and recreation services. Avery County’s
tourism business is not as seasonal as it used to be. The diversity in the county’s
attractions has created a year-round industry; however, it does fluctuate
throughout the year from ecotourism to the ski industry, to golfing and
recreational attractions. The movement toward agri-tourism has been the most
recent surge in the local economy. The development of “choose and cut”
Christmas tree business has become a major force. Also, the development of
viticulture and the growing of grapes and the production of wine are up and
coming agri-tourism industry with the addition of wine tasting rooms and wine
production tours. Avery County’s climate is similar in elevation and weather
patterns to that of the Bordeaux region of France. North Carolina State
Agriculture Extension Reach is currently working on new varieties and hybrid
vines to make the High Country wine production even more unique.

Some of the well-known travel destinations in Avery County include
Grandfather Mountain, Linville Falls, Elk River Falls, Beech and Sugar Mountain,
Over the Mountain Victory Trail, Appalachian Trail and the Blue Ridge Parkway.
Avery County is known for its golf courses; Grandfather Golf and Country Club, Elk
River, Diamond Creek, Linville Land Harbor, Sugar Mountain Golf Club, Mountain
Glen Golf Club, Linville Ridge and Linville Resort which is best known as the first
“Private Country Club in the U.S.A.” per their website. Avery County Golf Courses
often rank in the top 12 courses in North and South Carolina. Also, Grandfather,
Linville Resorts, Elk River and Linville Ridge have been known to rank in the
nation’s best 100 golf courses category.

Grandfather Mountain attracted approximately 275,000 visitors in 2010 and
contributed about 2.8 million dollars in revenues to the county. People visit
Grandfather Mountain throughout the year for various reasons. The mid-summer
months attract 53% of annual vacationers, 26% of the annual visitors arrive during
September and October to observe the fall leaf color and another 21% arrive
during the winter and spring months for hiking and other similar activities. The
Grandfather Mountain “Profile Trail” begins in Tynecastle and leads hikers to the
top of Grandfather Mountain and Calloway Peak (3.1 miles) at 5,946 feet
(1,818m.) is the highest peak on the eastern escarpment of the Blue Ridge



Mountains. Other events on Grandfather Mountain include the Highland Games
and Singing on the Mountain Festival.

One of the most visited spots in the United States is the Blue Ridge Parkway
attracting over 20 million visitors annually. The National Park runs along the crest
of the Southern Appalachians connecting the Great Smoky Mountains with the
Shenandoah National Forest. The Parkway transgresses the southeastern
quadrant of Avery County and transports travelers to area attractions which
include Grandfather Mountain, Linville Falls, Linville Caverns, Tweetsie Railroad,
Blowing Rock, Linn Cove Viaduct, Roan Mountain State Park and the
Rhododendron Gardens.

The Ski Industry also contributes to the local economy commercial sectors with
recreational ski activities and related expenditures include: ski resort lift tickets,
lodging facilities, restaurants, entertainment clubs and retail establishments. Of
all of Avery County’s tourism industries, skiing is probably the most weather-
dependent. Un-seasonal warm temperature and below normal snow falls will
hamper the industry success and failure rate of that particular season. The
Banner Elk Chamber of Commerce and Banner Elk Kiwanis Club depend highly on
the Annual Wooly Worm Festival and the winning worm’s prediction of the
upcoming winter weather. The Wooly Worm Festival is held on the third
weekend of October each year.



U.S: Census Bureau

Table I-1

Avery County, North Carolina

Population Demographic Characteristics
Census Survey: 2010
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U.S. Census Bureau .’

Table I-2

Avery County, North Carolina

Social Demographic Characteristics
Census Survey: 2010

T subject U T Avery County, North Carolina
= Estimate | Estimate Margin|  percent  Percent Margin of
‘ o o ofEmer | Ewor |
hOUSEHOLDs BYTYPE | | r
e e ey ] |
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ke e e | 3599 033 | 228% | 420 |
Child i 3,494 +/-455 22.0% | +-2.8 |
EOlher relatwes s } [ - e o
- Narveties N L e e B e
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"Widowed 148 +1-64 1.8%" +/-0.8
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Avery County, North Carolina
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Dutch
[ E'ng_Fi'sh
" French (excepl Basque)
Frénéhbanadmn B
German

Asian and Pacific Islander languages

Foreign-born populalion, excluding population born at |
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1157 +/-274 6.7%
510 +1-145 3.0%

733 +1-153 4.3%
469 | +1-141 2.7%
286 +-163 1.7%

33 | +1-35 0.2%

98 | +1-96 0.6%
g 414 0.0%
40 +1-44 0.2%

0 +1-127 0.0%
17,951 17,951
1,817 +1-368 O 101%
Y +-127 0.5%
T 19 +-21 0.1%
28 +41 0.2%

188 +/-125 1.0%
2,979 +1-525 16.6%
292 +-123 1.6%

99 477 0.6%
2814 +1-407 15.7%

14

Percent Margin of

Error
+/-3.1
+1-1.4
+/-3.0
+/-1.6
+-2.5
+-0.1

(X)
+/-1.1

410

+/-3.1
_+-30
+/-0.5

(X)
(X
6.1
+! 6. 1
)
+/-20.8
+/-20.8

YRR

X
+-11.8 |
+-11.8 |



Table 1-3

Avery County, North Carolina

Economic Demographic Characteristics
Census Survey: 2010

o Subject | __ AveryCounty,North Carolina e
i i Estimate Estimate Margin | Percent ‘Percent Margin of
i e .| ofError ___i____ SRS SIS - (L A
EMF’LOYMENT STATUS | I i
1 ! S i
| Populaion 16yearsandover | 15215 | +-89 | 15215 | (X)
. In labor force - i 8147 | 4351 535% | +-2.3
| Civilian labor force | 8,112 +-351 |  53.3% f 423
 Employed N 7552 | 41375 496% | +/-25
- Unemployed o Cs60 | 4212 | 37% | 414
B T SR N I W S
 Notin labor force 7,068 +-358 | 465% | +-23 |
i' Civilian labor force i 8,112 +-351 | 8,112 | (X) 11
| Percent Unemployed’ > x| 6.9% | +-26 |
| Females 16 years and ovér T 6977 | 4122 6977 | (X)) |
{'Inlaborforce T | 3,761 . +-226 | 53.9% | _+-35 |
| C Civilian labor force - - | 3761 | +226 _5_3@0_? 435 |
" Employed T 307 TH232 | 51.7% +-35 |
Own children under 6 years ‘| 797 +-47 797 ! X) |
.All parents |n iamily m l'ibor Iorce o i 533 - +_f100; _"__ _G_EE-}_UZL_‘ . 4,(11—:1 .
I - ' I 2,173 I 2173 | X))
k B ’ 1,624 +/-216 { T 747% | +-99 |
COMMUT!NG TO WORK o - [ o o ) T -:__ S |
Workers .16 years and over | 7,018 +/-380 ) _?.01—3_,I (X) |
| Car, truck, or van -- drove alone i 5964 +/-437 75.0% | +-5.0 |
_ Car, truck, or van —- carpooled r 1192 | +/-341 T 17.0% | +/-46
Pub[:c lransponahon {excludmg laxncab) ‘ ) _MEJ"_'_ + 121" o "__ﬁf)_‘_’("n__,_ 405 |
Walked T T T 232 | +1-116 33% | +17 |
' Other means : T a0 | +1-43  06% +-0.6 |
I Worked at home J 290 | +H-117 41% ! 1.7 I
I Mean travel lame 10 work (minutes) , 233 ! +-2.1 x) | - (X) I
OCCUPATION | o O O
: ‘Civilian employed population 16 years and over I 7,552 +-375 7,552 | (X) .
' Management, business, science, and arts occupalions | 2101 ¢ +1-261 27.8% +/-35
Service occupations 1,635 +1-324 216% +-4.1 |
" Sales and office occupations 1,732 | +/-308 22.9% +1-4.0
. Natural 're'é.our;:fes-, conslruclion_-é!{c-!_ maintenance 1‘180”. . +/-208 15 8% +!12.6

occupations

15
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" Production, transportation, and material moving

accupations
INDUSTRY

Civilian employed population 16 years and over
! Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining

" Construction

' Manufacturing
Wholesale trade -

' Retail trade

Transponatlon and warehousmg and utr[mes

;' Information

[ Finance and insurance, and real estate and rental and

ieasmq

Professional, ! sc;enllrc “and managemenl and
admlmslralwe ‘and waste management services
| Educational services, and health care and social

assnslance

Subject

! Arts, entertainment, and recreation, and
accommodation and food services

CLASS 'S OF WORKER

i Civilian emp[oyed poputatlon 16 years “and over

| Other services, excepl public admnmslratmn

. Public administration

Prwate wage and salary workers

Government workers
Self-employed in own not incorporated business

v.rorkers

Unpa:d famlly: workers

INCOME AND BENEFITS (IN 2010 INFLATION-
ADJUSTED DOLLARS)

Total households

| Lessthan$10,000
1 $10,000 to $14,999
[ $15000t0 $24,999

| $25.000 to $34,999

1$35,0000 $49,999

' $50,000 to $74,999
$75.0001t0 $99.999
"'W 000to $149,999
| s150 .000 to § $199 a9

. 5200 000 or more

| Median household mc'ome ['doll'ars]'
Mean household |ncome (dallars)

Wllh earnlngs

Mean eamings (dollars)

! With Social Security

Mean Social Secunty income (dollars}

Wth retirement |hcof‘ne
“Mean retirement income (doilars)

thh ‘Supplemental Securlly Income

Mean Supplemental Security Iﬁcome (dol!arq}

W:th cash pubhc assislance income

Mean cash public assistance income (dollars)

‘With Food Stamp/SNAP benefits in the past 12 months |

~ Families

 Less than $10,000

, $10,000 to $14,999
. $15,000 to $24,999
' §25,000 to §34,999

| $35,000 to §46,999

1 $50,000 to $74,999

Estifnate

904

7,562
298

883
677
176

1,012

264

279

29
310

Avery County, North Carolina

53%

Estimate Margln Percent
! of Error : :
+1-255 12.0%
+-375 7,552
+/-110 3.9%
+1-184 11.7%
+1-206 9.0%
+-84 2.3%
+/-259 13.4%
+-167 3.5%
+1-27 - 0.4%
Y108 1 4% |
o3 3.7%
+1-266 26.2%
212 122%
#2090 | 56%
115 39%
S |
+1-375 7,562
+1-420 72.2%
+1-263 16.6%
+-198 | C112% |
410 0.1%
+1-341 7.194 |
H-67 . 92% |
W92 8.9%
4232 | 177%
+1-218 14.3%
+-237 | 14.6%
41200 16.6%
C#M33 T 83%
T2
+1-72 2.2%
+1-82 2.8%
+-2,670 (X)
+1-10,083 (%)
+-338  73.7%
+3320 (X))
+1-211 39.7%
+/-1,099 (X)
+-181 19.2%
+:23086 (X)
#1258 | 4T%
+-888 (%)
+/-79 21%
+/-3,230 X)
+1-236 C13.0%
+/-318 4,625
+1-175 6.7%
+/-82 3.2%
+-180 16.4%
+1.198 13.1%
+H170 14.6%
+-184 22.2%

Percent Margin of
Eror
+/-3.2

(X)
+-1.5

+1-2.4
+26
+,‘--1_‘l
+1-3.4
+-2.2
+!04" i
414

+12 |

5 +/-3.6

+-3.5




' Subject Avery County, No_rth Carolma
“Estimate Estimate Margin Percent Percent Margin of
- e i (G ERROES : Ermor .
7500010599988 458 +-128 - 9.9% +-28
['$100,000 to $149,999 332 | 117 T2% 4125
/$150,000 t0 $199,999 136 +-70 2.9% +1.5
| $200,000 or mqre 173 +-77 3.7% +H17
| Median family income (dollars) ; 47,644 | +1-7,134 (X) X
 Mean family income (dollars) | 68,570 +-15,263 X) >
Per capita income (dollars) L 23465 +-4,066 LX) x)
~Nonfamily households o 2,569 +1-336 2,569 (X)
! Median nonfamily income (dollars) 23650 | +/-2,352 (X) (X)
" Mean nonfamily income (dollars) 36,550 | 47,588 (X) X
| Median earnings for workers (dollars) : 19,672 +1-2,014 (X) X)
" Median earnings for male full-time, year-round workers 33140 | +-1,846 (X) (X)
(doliarsj e st i S . S
Median earnings for female full-time, yeqr -round i 28,586 | +/-4,751 (X) (X) |
workers (dollars)_ i { | —
HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE ; | ] ; ]
! Civilian nonmsmullonaltzed populdllon | ' (X) ! X ~(X) | (X) .
| With health insurance coverage o X)) X *x X
|With private health insurance | - '(X) _-T_-__ __{Z(] I . __(i(_}__!
Wimpabicoavegs e | w oo
 No health insurance coverage R (X) | (X) x) | C(X)
; Civilian noninstitutionalized pepulahen under 18 years X) | (X) (X) (X) |
!. No health insurance coverage e ______,__:‘______ . '(-X)Wi o (X) § [X} _‘H_W] '
| “Civilian noninstitutionalized population 18 lo 64 years | x| x) X) |
Uinlabor force: (X) (X) (X) X) |
| Employed: ‘. 0 3 X ® NN
| Wilh health insurance coverage i T X) | Xy (X) | X) |
Wilﬁ_par:_vé_leﬁeatth msurance T T ® X X X |
T With DUbllC cdirerage ) ] (x)! ' X ] (X) ¢ 0 |
I"No heallh insurance coverage T | G ) X
IL Unemp!oyed_'—___ _A 2 _ R _] e ™ o (X}_' i
With health insurance coverage ! (X) (X) (X) (x) !
' With private health insurance : x) | (X) x) | X)
| 'Wu—th_fjﬁfﬁ:'&afeﬁ_ge g S R {Xi— S s i |
B L SN SR SN —
L R I I O I A . I
{ " With health insurance coverage ! xX) | (X) ' (X) | (X)
| Wih prwate > health i msurance i (X) ] - (X) (X) " X)) l
| Wi pubo coverage B 1 T N R N
| Nohealth insurance coverage % ST ()| Mt X)) X
PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES AND PEOPLE WHOSE | | . | |
INCOME IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS IS BELOW THE | i i '
POVERTY LEVEL . . ; :
| All families ! (x) (X) 13.4% 42
| With related children under 18 years 3 o | (X) 27.8% +-93 !
" With related chlldren under_é}e_afs_only C T ' (Xj 1 (x) 43.0% | i +-234 |
e o 0w ewe  war
i Wth h related children under 18 years | (X) (X) 20 9% +-10.4
| With related children under S yearsonly | o« 35.5% +-29.8 |
i ! Families with female householder, no husband present (%) ' (J.() f 32.8% +{-1§1_7_ ;
Wlf.h related children under 18 years S X | ) _(S(}_”' o "'44 s% e +£192 |
With related chlldren under 5 years only R (}{} [ (X) 57.7% | 451
& pec:ple s u e T e s
e sy e = e
. Relaled children under 18 years . x) | (X) 24.2% +.7.4
| Related children under 5 yea'rs ' ! (X) | x) 29.9% +/-15.6
" Relaled children 5 o 17 years T x) X 223% .,  +80
18 years “and over I {X) (X) 16.6% +/-3.5
| 181to 64 years ' i ' [X} = 18.5% +f45

(X)

17



Table I-4

Avery County, North Carolina

Community Housing Demographic Characteristics

Census Survey: 2010

. S-l.-.!.l-':li;t_:t - o | Avery County. Narth Carol:na

Estimate Estimate Margin | Percent
_ofError |

Percent ‘Margin of

_ Error__

i |

HOUSING OCCUPANCY SRR [ U U —
P s | | i |
Tolalhousingunits ] 13669 | +A71 13869 | (x) |
Occupled housing umts - - _J __— _?__192_] 4341 : 52.6% l‘ +-24 |
| Vacanthousingunits 1 LI . A74% | 2l :
IHomeownervacancy rate | 79 | #29 | (X)) i (X) |
‘Rentalvacancyrate T 30 | w86 (%) | ®)
DNTSWSTRUGTURE T

otal housing units f 13,669 | HAT1 13,669 | X
e - . T -
| 1-unit, altached ! 125 | 4164 0.9% +-05
o i 284 | +-110 | 21% | +-0.8
Gordumis T 0 | wies 54% | A4 |
5to9units a9 | w3 3.2% | +-1.0
“10to 19umits - O aw | w3 24% | +1-0.6.
“20ormoreunits . em | w12 | 50% | +-08 |
Mty | e | WEe | g%l .. 20 ]
(Boal RVvaneic. —~ T T T o (BSRNE.X \W—. } +03 |
VEAR STRUCTURE BUILT |

ellfousingunits T aeese | i | 13600
 Built 2005 or later ! 283 | )
Bu:l( 2000102004 | 581 1 o HAT7E | 4.3%

:,?.”_"_‘_1_9.?9_‘_?_..‘._9}??. S o 405 +-470_| 33.0%
Bl L 2346 | #3815 17.2%
i Built 1960 to 1969 1,571 ! +/-249 | 11.5%

'B_uﬁmSO_tD1959 N - ;_. ' 734 | 5-!’—1.87. i - 54%
" Built 1940 to 1949 . 541

Built 1939 or earlier i 1,141 | +1238 8.3% |

ROOMS : R L - e s .

Tolal housing units o 13669 | Tt 13669
1room 202 | +-99 16%

"2 rooms o ? 268 +-113 2.0%

3 rooms ' L 1273 +1.255 9.3%

| 4 rooms ! 3,358 +/-385 24.6%

5 rooms 3421 4395 | 250% |

18



19

Sub}ecl Avery County, N_qﬂ_(_!ﬂql_l_rl{ ) |
" Estimate | Estimate Margin Percent Percent Margin of
~ e ——— RUS R -1 I O _Error
6 rooms 2,205 +/-317 _18.1% e |
7 rooms - S © 1385 | 4285 | 104% | 422
8 rooms - R 77 S A T-7Y _5,5% +-1.3
8 rooms or more 802 +-179 59% ! +-13 |
Median rooms 50 | +-0.1 (X) (X) |
BEDROOMS ) ! 3 R —
Total housing units — - , 13 669 ! +-171 13669 X
' Nobedroom T 202 +1-99 15% | +-0.7
1 bedroom ) L 837 +1-209 6.1% 1.5
' 2bedrooms [ 4,752 +H-404 348% | - 29
T3bedrooms 5300 | 389 388% | +-28 |
‘4bedrooms ___I_ i 1957 |  +-276 | 143% | +-2.0
Sormosbedooms e | wam  ash 413 |
HOUSING TENURE | B _. o
Occupied housing units 1 7,194 | +1-341 7,194 x) |
| Owner- occupled ' | 5235 | +/-280 _ 728% | 438 |
' Renter-occupied I 1,959 +328  272% | +1-38 |
' Average household size of owner-accupied unit 217 | 4012 | NS I S ¢, I
~ Average household size of renter-occupied unit 233 4026 (X) X) |
YEAR HOUSEHOLDER MOVED INTOUNIT T ] -
Occupied housing units 7,194 ‘ +1-341 7,194 (X} |
Movedin 2005 or later ] Ak .. S — A0,
“Moved in 2000 to 2004 , 1,061 | +/-208 14.7% 29
i Movedin 1990to 1999 | 1,597 | 4226 | 222% | +-30
- Moved in 1980 to 1989 j 939 | +/-189 13.1% +-2.6
Moved in 1970 to 1979 i 719 \ +-144 | 10.0% +1:2.1
Moved in 1969 or earlier | 714 #4153  9'9% | #-22 |
VEHICLES AVAILABLE - | ks l e A ji . e o
| Occupied housir gunlts T : 7'1'94"_ f s 341- | ?]gzl [ i ()_<)_ i
: No veh ava ) “_ ) R 501 | H-1 5? I!_H o ) _'_B.%% | _"-'f.'é-,_-l_"i
1vehicle availlable 1 2"10_0 1 w201 202% | 438
,I 2vehlcfels available | 2,512 1| 4324 | 549%; +-4.1 _ ‘
| 3 or more vehicles available 1,991 | +/-253 27.7% +-3.3 |
HOUSE HEATING FUEL ; ] ' T e
Occupled housmg units 7,194 I 4341 7,194 X
Uiy gas 3 N T T
" Boiled, tank, o LP gas S T TR LN 5 ]
 Electricity _ ; 2,315 +/-307 322% | +1-38 |
 Fuel oil, kerosene, elc. ! 2152 | +/-270  200% +-36
| Coal or coke S O 0| +-127 00% | +-05 |
 Wood - - ; 841 | o211 17% | +-29 |
- Solar energy i a7 #53 . 07% +-0.7
Other fuel _ 19 | +1-28 0.3% | +-0.4 |
- No fuel used § 0! #1427 0.0% | +-05 |
SELECTED CHARACTERISTICS - r AT r =
Occupied housing unils I 7194 | +-341 l 7194 E (X) B
Lackmg complele plumbmg facilities , g | +#38  08% | 105 |
 Lacking complete kllchen_i_'_;a_:_:l_lttles o : 73 | +-42 | 1.0% | +-0.6 ;
' No telephone service available 155 ‘ 67 22% | 409 |
OCCUPANTS PERROOM | ] : | |
Occupied housing units . i 7.194 | Yiaat | "~ 7194 | 0 !
1.00 or less 7,005 +/-332 97.4% +-2.0 |
10110 1.50 170 +/-139 2.4% 1.9
1.51 or more 19 +/-28 0.3% +/-0.4
VALUE
Owner-o-:_:c_up_ie_d units 5,235 +/-280 5,235 - (X)
Less than $50,000 541 +1-136 10.3% +1-2.5
$50,000 to $99,999 1,118 +-180 21.4% +33
$100,000 to $149,999 842 +-170 16.1% +1-32



Subject

"$150,000 t0 $199,999
' $200,000 to $299,999
$300,000 to $499,999
* $500,000 to $999,999
£ $1,000,000 or more
“Median (dollars)
MORTGAGE STATUS
' ‘Owner-occupied units
Housing units with a mortgage
! Housing units without a mortgage
SELECTED MONTHLY OWNER COSTS (SMOC)
. Housing units wllh a mongage a
'Lessthan$300

i '$300 l0_54_5‘_9_.__ -
| $500 to $699
[ $700 to $999
T T
i $1500t0§1,999
$2,000 0r more B
' Median '{BGE}E}__'
! chsmg units wulhout a mortgage

Less than $100 '

$100t0§199

$200105299
{$300105399
| $400 or mare
| Median (dollars)
SELECTED MONTHLY OWNER COSTS AS A

PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME (SMOCAPI) |

: Housing units with a mortgage (excluding units where
SMOCAF’I _cannot be computed)

| Less than 20.0 percenl
; 20.0 10 24. Qpercen! o
| 25.010 29.9 percent
1'30.01034.9 percent
[35.0 percent or more
' Notcomputed

Housing unit without a mortgage (excluding unils

where SMOCAPI cannol be computed)

. Less than 10.0 percent

1 10.0l0 14.9 percent

1 15.0to 19.9 percent

2001024 9 percent
;r 25.0 1o 29.9 percent
'30.01034.9 b—er_c?an_i'

' 35.0 percent or more

" Not compuied
GROSS RENT
Occupsed units paying renl o
| Less than 5200 -
5200 to $299
| | $300 to $499
I'§500t0 748
[ §75010 3999 i
$1,000 to $1,498
1 $1,500 or more
: Median {do!lars}
. No rent pard

Estimate

1,016
810

514

20

103
155,100

5,235
2,747

2488

2,747
13

531
738
- 850
266

914
2,488
77
698
673
432
608
271

2,735

899
248

460

12
2,485

1,444
407
229

70

93
167
75

1,628
17
82
219
634
381
249

46
677
331

20

154

165

209

919

Avery County, Nonh Carolma {
Percent Margin of

Estimate Margin Percent
of Error EfOr._.. ..
+1-221 19.4% +1-3.9
HA73 15.5% +1-3.2
+/-141 9.8% 2.7 |
+-111 5.6% +2.1
+1-50 2.0% +-10 |
+-9,998 (X) X
41280 5,235 x)
+1326 52.5% +14.7
238 __4715% | M4
T ®
+1-18 0.5% +1:0.7
—dR MR, —
+162 | 193% | +-55 |
+-243 26.9% | HTT
212 | 309% | "}El'é.T_'1
06 eT% | 439 |
+-74 7.1% +/-2. 8_|
+-177 Xy | (X) ;
+/-238 2,488 | X)
+1-62 3.1% +H24 |
+1-141 28.1% +-49 |
+1-162 27.0% +15.7
+127 ., 17.4% 449 |
+-147 24.4% +-6.0 |
+-23 (X) | x) !
+-322 1 2,735 ) '
+-203  329% +1-6.4 |
499 | 9.1% +-35 |
+-92 7.6% 432 |
e T esw | wsa
+1-202 33.6% BT |
w20 | (X) X))
+1237 2,485 X
+/-214 58.1% | +-7.0
41133 16.4% | 450 |
YT 9.2% | 31 |
+-41 2.8% | iy |
+1-69 37% | 427 |
+1-93 6.7% +1-3.5
+1-46 3.0% +-1.9
+6_ I
. . g .
| +-23 10% | +14
; +1-50 5.0% +1-3.2
‘ B +-115 13.5% +-66 |
+1-206 38.9% +1-10.9
' +/-166 T 234% +85
126 T 153% +1-6.9
+1-65 2 8% +-4.0
+-59 (X) x) .
+H-111 (X) o |
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| _ Subject

" Some other race
" Two or more races
© Race alone or in combination with one or more other
races [3]

, White

Black or African American

Amencan Indlan and Alaska Nalwe

Asian

"Nalive Hawaiian and Other Pacn“c Islander

| Some other race
HISPANIC OR LATINO AND RACE B
I Tolal populahon i
Hlspamc or Latmo {ofany race)
© Mexican
" Puerto Rican |
| Cuban - ' o T
'Other'H'ispahE:'d in i
F Nol Htspanlc or rLatino

RELATIONSHIP
[Total population
I In households
| Householder

- Spbdse % R . - |

T Child
i Own child under 18 years o
| Other relatives '
~ Under 18 years
Nonrelalwes S
i‘ " Unmarried part partner o
In group quaﬂers T
Institutionalized population .
Noninstitutionalized population i
HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE ' '
Tcta! households T T T
mﬂy households (families)
I With own children under 18 years T
" Married-couple family
With own children under 18 years |
'Fema!e householder, no hﬁébéridpresenl '
"~ With own children under 18 years R |

Nonfamlly ‘households i

Householder [wmg alone
Householder 65 years and over '
i "Houééhclds‘ with individuals under 18 years 1
“Households with mdwnduals 65 yééré and over -

Average household Slze |
“Average family size A T
HOUSING OCCUPANCY
Total housing units
Occupied housing units
~ Vacant housing units
I__ For seasonal, recreational, or occasional use R
" Homeowner ! vacan\.y rate (percent}
" Rental vacancy rale (percenl) '
HOUSING TENURE
; Occup:ed housmg units
~ Owner-occupied housing units

‘Renter- occupled hous:ng units
i Average household size of 0\-mer-0ccupied unit

220
122

16,248
612
132

17,167
15,293
6,532
3732
13,970
13016
560

1,986
1,740

718
1,042

1874.."-{ .

2.34

11,911
6,532
5379
4,751
14
1.1

6,532
5,265
1,267

237

23

i

282

Avery County, North Carolina
Number

Percen{_
13
07

100.0
54.8
452
399
_(X)
(X)

100.0
806
19.4
(x)



Table I-6

Avery County, North Carolina

Population:

|

Age & Household Type Demographic Characteristics
Census Survey: 2000

'.._éﬁg-j_ect Avcry Caunty_. North Carolma a

I Percent

i‘l’olal population

ISEX AND AGE T

~ Number |
LA T W— S

Male 9,025 52.6
| Female T T T TRaa2 | 414
“Under5years 7 863 50
| *5"i5§_yé_a{r§_“”"'_”_"' = - 894 52
T I ) 394 | 22

-
i

1510 19 years o

20 to 24 ye years

2510 34years i T
" 351to 44 years T
745 (o 54 years N T T : '
[ 5510 59 years e —— = — T 1
| 60 t084years R : i
" 6510 74 years-_“-—' B S 1480 | 8.6
|} 75i084years ] 870 | 51
"85 years a andover - | _ Y _|_ 20 3
E Median ag age (yehrs} sk - | "33 | .(—X_) T
I 18 years and over | 13,827 | 805
. Male ' ) ; 7335 | 427
. Female ) ) T 6492 | 378
i 2_1"3713555 andover T 43081 760 |
| ‘62 yearsand over B " 73153 | 184
L A R 1 S—
|~ Male 1,148 6.7
[ Female - = 1544 | 90
RELATlONSHlP '
i F'opulauon o ‘|
Inhouseholds " ]
| Householder S !
| sSpouse i i
} Ch!ld - o - S ,
[ "Own child under 18 years i

_ O:her relatives

“Under 18 years
Nonrelatives
Unmarried p'lrtner
In group quarlers '
" Institutionalized population
‘Noninstitutionalized population

HOUSEHOLDS BY TYPE

Households

Family households (families)
With own children under 18 years

6,521 100.0
4531 895
1,705 | 26.1



Subject | Avery County, North Carolina__

' Number Percent
Married-couple family ' r- 3732 572
" “With own children under 18 years - : 1330 | 204
" “Female householder, no husband present ' " 506 ' 91
" "With own children under 18 years o 248 ! 38
Nonfamily households | 1,890 | 305
" “Householder living alone I S T3 268
" Householder 65 years and over - B 784 | 120
 Households with individuals under 18 years | 1,833 I _ 28_1_
" Households with individuals 65 years and over ‘ 2565 | 303
" Average household size - - 2.35 (X)
Average family size R 284 | X
HQUSING TENURE ! l
] ] T
:f_5&7@?—bEEdb'iEE'Hbﬂsin?fn_itg'M‘ —— — = ‘ ) 5259 | 805
" Renter-occupied housing units . 273 | 195
Average household size of owner-occupied unit i 2.34 x) |
| Average household size of rEn{é'r'-dc_éu_ﬁi'_éE_i__iﬁii' __ B __2__3;-_ ll (x_)

(X) Not applicable.
When an ancestry group is selecled, the data in this table refer lo the ancestry of the person or householder.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 4, Matrices PCT1, PCT3, PCT4, PCT8, PCT9, PCT10, PCT11, PCT12, PCT14, PCT15
PCT23, PCT26, HCT2, and HCTY.
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Avery County, North Carolina Table I-7

Economic Demographic Characteristics
Census Survey: 2000
T subjest 1 Avery County, North Carolina |
Number |  Percent |
EMPLOYMENT SYMENT STATUS o e

3 Populatson 1% years - and Over
F In labor force
Cwlhan B e
“Employed ke R T PEEE

Unémblay&{__'" T
" Percent of civilian labor force
|~ Armed Forces i
" Notin labor force -
[ Females 16 years and Q\E_ s
:"—!::n_la_t;gr'ﬁ)?cé——_ T
Civilian labor force
I“ Employed
[ Own children Under 6 years
[ All parents in family in labor force
E?EMUTIN_E TO WORK
| Workers 16 years and over
P Car, truck, or van — drove alone
‘ Car, truck, or van — carpooled
: ‘Public tmnsportallon (mcludmg laxtcab)

‘Walked
i g
~ Worked at home
'~ Mean travel lime to work iﬁiiﬁﬁ'lgéj o

Employed c:\n!:an populallon 16 years and over '7'195 100.0 !

iOCCUPATION i e . . } A

i Managemenl pmfessnonal “and related occupahons '_|‘ N T 1846 T E

"~ Service occupations e 1,490 207 .

| S 5’“85 and Olr__c_e,_o.géuaallhns e e e e s e — - _! NP —11‘1?-'__ e ,._é.d..i.._r
Farrhlng, hmg and forestry occupatmns | 154 ) 21

. Construchon extrachon a'nd mamlcnance occupahons[ 1_03‘} 15.1

E ~Brodudtion. transportation, and maerial moving s TN T T

.C_CUPBI'DHS e e e e e !

| INDUSTRY |

;' “Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting, and mining 11 T e -! T
Construction - l 863 ' 120

___'M'é‘hﬁfé{ciu'rih_g R - S, SN __ . . i ] s 15 i

| ‘Wholesale trade o e 143 | 2.0

" ‘Retail rade o 5 659 | 9.2

_"fr_éﬁsbc_)_ri-é'l'idri-a'nd'v'\rgréhoﬁslh-é,'z'!nd utilities ' : 241 ' 3_3 '
nformation o | 63 | 0.9
Finance, insuranc'e,' real estale, and rental and leasing | 254 3.5
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Subject . Avery County, North Carolina
Number Percent
" Professional, scienlific, management, administralive, i 431 6.0
and waste management services
' Educational, health and social serwces 1,502 20.9
Arts enterlammenl recreallon ‘accommodation and | 837 116
food services i
Other services (excepl pubhc admmlslratlan} 332 4.6
Public administration 375 5.2
| CLASS OF WORKER _ N
Private wage and salary workers i i 5,069 70.4
" Government workers B i 1213 16.9
Self-employed workers in own not incorporated ! 899 | 12.5
business ~ R I e
| Desnivwioters N e T e
;NCOME IN 1999 : i o
Househotds o 8521 100.0
Lessthan$10,000 " Tggs | 151
$10,000 to $14,999 o 624 | 9.6
| $15,000 lo $24,999 | 1,108 | 170
| $2500010 534,999 o 962 | 148
 §3500010849899 T T T 1221 | 187
. 550,000 to $74,999 G 1089 | 6.7
| $75,000 10 $99,999 | 234 3.6
| $100,000 to $149,699 ) | 206 3.2
| $150,000 to $199,999 { 25 0.4
$200,000 or more ' 66 1.0
l Median household mcome (do!iars) o ____' __ - 30 527 __: “(X) _
| With earnings | 4882 749
: h_d_efan ea_mlr}gs_(qq_lars) ! 37,587 (X)
With Social Security income 2,166 ! 33.2
| Mean Social Securily income (dollars) ) [ 10087 | x)
thh Supplemental Securlty Income 369 5.7
“Mean Supplemental Securily Income (dollars} [ "5_-]'?0 i ‘il m(_X-) 1
_ W‘th public assistance income ! 224 34
.  Mean publsc assistance i income {dol!ars] : 1,283 (X)

{ Wlth retirement income ) ! - 962____ 148
' Mean rghre_n:e_nt_u_i_cime (do]lars} _ - 1[ - 13322 _ __(5)___.
Farnlhes | 4,531 | 100.0
| Lessthan$10000 T aeg | 59

| '$10,000t0 $14,999 - R a0 | 8.2
[ $15,000 to 524,999 746 16.5
©$25,000 to $34,999 ! 748 | 16.5
'$35,000 to $49,999 996 | 22.0
$50,000 to $74,999 . 936 207
['$75,000 to $99,999 B i 198 | 44
| $100,000 to $149,899 " 188 | 41
$150,000 to $199,999 i 25 | 06
'$200,000 of more S ' 55 | e
I Median {arruly income (dol[ars) . ! B 3?‘,4_54_ | (X}
| Per capita income (do1|ars) T | 15176 | X
"Median earnings (dollars). i i R -
Male full-time, year-round workers 25983 | ()
~ Female full-time, year-round workers l 21,652 : B X)
POVERTY_STAIEJ_S_]EIJ?QQ [below poverly level) | - . | .
| Families ; 493 | (x)
‘Percent below poverty level o : x) | 109
" With related children under 18 years i 285 | (X)
Percent below poverly level (xX) 15.7
Wnth related children under 5 years 172 {X}
Percent below poverty level (X) | 255
' Families with female householder, no husband present . 138 )
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Subject | Avery County, North Carolina |
Nu[_n_ber I_’e_rcent

' Percent below poverty level ' ' ft (xX) | 935 -
" With related children under 18 years L e | X
PR R 5 o : i {X_') s
With related children under 5 years a9 | (X)
Percent below poverty level | < | 426
[ individuais e e T T : e e 2‘345 | o
. Percent below poverty level a8 x| 153
Cf8yeasandover 15 (X0
| Percent below poverty level _ (X) | 13.9
- 65 years and over . 487 | x) |
Percent below poverty level i (X) 19.0
| Related children under 18 years | 629 | '(f)"
" Percentbelow povertylevel | ) | 193
| Reeddhigrensio yeas | | ]
Percent below poverty level (x) | 15.7
“Unrelaled individuals 15 years and over | 818 | x)
~ Parcent below poverly level | R

(X) Not applicable.

Detailed Occupation Code List (PDF 42KB)
Detailed Industry Code List (PDF 46KB)
User note on employment stalus data

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 3, Matrices P30, P32, P33, P43, P46, P49, P50, P51, P52, P53, P58, P62,
P67, P71, P72, P73, P74, P76, P77, P82, P87, P90, PCT47, PCT52, and PCT53
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Table I-9
Employed Persons 18 years and older by Industry
Resource: US Census

Industry # Employed

Agriculture, forestry, and fisheries 743
Mining 67

Construction 597
Manufacturing, nondurable goods 532
Manufacturing, durable goods 187
Transportation 219
Communications and other public utilities 124
Wholesale trade 284
Retail trade 729
Finance, insurance, and real estate 216
Business and repair services 244
Personal services 328
Entertainment and recreation services 117
Heatlh services 674
Educational services 547
Other professional and related services 289
Public administration 219
Total employed persons 18 years and older 6116

PAS




Table I-10
Farming Data

1990 2000 2010
Total Farm Employment 496 578 562
Total Farms 312 294 286
Acres In Farms 20897 25347 23619
Average Farm Size 78 83 86
Average Value Per Farm h) 110,478 216,580 247,117
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Natural and Pnysical Resources

Natural resources and their beauty are significant
indicators of the quality of life for area residents.
Quality of life is also dependent on existing land use,
community facilities and utilities, and prime and impor-
tant agricultural land. Elements such as these are
important considerations when determining water and

sewer policies, transportation studies, golf course loca-

tions, and other growth and development issues.

The natural features of Avery County consist of many
interrelated components that function as a complex
system. These natural features, including soils, topogra-
phy, water supply and watershed areas, and vegetation,
are all sensitive to changes generated by man. An
analysis of natural features and manmade features is
important in determining the suitability of various
locations in the County for different types of land uses.
Certain natural conditions such as steep slopes, flood
plains and certain soil associations are not conducive to
intense development and should be considered when
deciding where to encourage or discourage development.
The location of public utilities and the community’s
infrastructure are also important factors to consider
when deciding where growth should occur. Inappropri-
ate land development can disrupt the health, safety and
well-being of the citizens, animals, and the environment.

The following information is an inventory of the County’s
natural and physical resources. This information was
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collected, organized, and evaluated while focusing on
land development suitability and management.

Water Supply Watershed

In June of 1989, the North Carolina Legislature adopted
an amendment to Article 21 of Chapter 143 by adding a
new section on water supply watershed protection. This
amendment provides for a cooperative program of water
supply watershed management and protection to be
administered by local governments consistent with
statewide management requirements established by the
Environmental Management Commission (EMC). In
February of 1992, the EMC reclassified the rules govern-
ing watershed protection and provided a set of minimum
criteria which all local governments that have jurisdiction
within a watershed boundary must meet in adopting local
ordinances.

Effective January 1, 1994, the Avery County Ordinance
Administrator is required to administer and enforce the
Watershed Protection Ordinance of Avery County. This
ordinance establishes regulations on new developments
located within the EMC classified watershed areas.
Three areas have been identified in Avery County as
water supply watershed areas. The following information
is provided to identify the watershed classifications,
restrictions and the total acreage they encompass. Refer
to the Avery County Watershed Protection Ordinance
for additional restrictions and other information.



WATERSHED CLASSIFICATIONS

Identification:

Areas/Acres
WS-11 Buckeye Creek (critical area) 254.5
Buckeye Creek (balance) 1907.9
(5/70% provision) 12.7/95.4
Pond Creek (balance) 681.7
(5/70% provision) 38.1
WS-V North Toe River
(Intake — 10 mile, RR) 26,276.2
(5/70% provision) 1314.0
WS-V North Toe River
(balance) 44,046.4
(5/70% provision) N/A
Total acres in watershed boundaries: 73,166.9

Schedule of Standard of New Developments

Density/Built-Upon Limitations:

WS-II: Critical Ares
1. Residential development shall not exceed one (1) dwelling
unit (house) per two (2) acres.
2. Non-residential development shall not exceed six (6%)
percent built-upon area on a project by project basis.

WS-1I: Balance of Watershed

1. Residential development shall not exceed one (1) dwelling
unit (house) per one (1) acre.
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2. Non-residential development shall not exceed (12%) twelve
percent built-upon area on a project-by-project basis.

3. New non-residential development projects may be
developed by the 5/70 rule of which 5% of the watershed
balance area at a special non-residential project or projects.

WS-IV: Critical Area: Intake
(No new development)

WS-IV: Balance of Watershed
(Critical area boundary upstream 10 mile run of river)

1. Residential development shall not exceed one (1) dwelling
unit (house) per % acre or maximum 24% built upon area.

2. Non-residential development shall not exceed twenty (24%)
percent built-upon area on a project-by project basis.

3. New non-residential development projects may be
developed by the 5/70 rule of which 5% of the watershed
balance area at a special non-residential project or projects.

WS-V: Balance of Watershed

1. Managed by BMP’s for Agriculture, Forestry and NCDOT
Transportation.

2. Non-residential developments are required by local
government sedimentation and erosion control for projects
over one half (1/2) acre to submit and receive land
disturbing permit.
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Avery Lounty

North Carolina

—-- Counly Boundary
— — Municipal Boundary
— US. Highways

— North Carolina Highways

—= Blue Ridge Parkway
— Rivers or Streams
B Lakes or Ponds

© Communities

Water Suppl
Watershep S y

Municipalities

= Norlh Toe Raver  wsIvg v

Profecled Area = I
03226 Acres in Counly Juriliclion
/’ SHIA 1613 acres
Vi \ bl
P4

Pood Creek 'S
H ws1i

area
68LT Acres in Counly Jurisdiclion
SNIA 409 acres

Protecled Area WS 11
15079 Acres in Counly Juristiclion
SNIA %54 acrey

Buckeye Creek Critical Area
. 48 Aeres in Counly Jurisdiction

SCALE 1:130,000

Map produced by the North Carclina Division of Communily Asistance
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lre type suitability. The following soil associations are
found throughout Avery County:

Soil Associations:

. Ramsey - Edneyville Association: REA

. Ash - Edneyville Association: AEA

. Porters Association: PA

. Chandler - Watauga Association: CWA

. Clifton - Porters Association: CPA

. Tusquitee - Tate - Codorus Association: TTCA

. Stony Steep Land: SSL

The soil association’s suitability for different land uses
are identified in Table II-1. All soil associations with a
greater than 15% slope are ranked least suitable for use
except for recreation. Rankings for residential develop-
ment were dependent on depth of bedrock and individu-

al septic system capacity. While some soil associati..is
might have the same ranking, the greater percentage of
favorable characteristics determines their suitability rank.

Prime and Important Farmland

Agriculture, an important part of the County’s economy
and culture, needs to be preserved and protected from
encroaching development. The County’s newly adopted
Farmland Preservation Ordinance will assist in the
preservation of some of the 16,406 agricultural acres.

In Avery County, prime farmland is characterized by 0
to 10% slope, on bottom lands, terraces and colluvial
lands. Approximately 3% of the total soils in the County
account for agricultural soils. Prime agricultural lands
have Tusquitee, Tate and Watauga soils.

Table I1-1
Soil Association and Land Use Suitability
. - 'Rééidential i | :I:I::Ur_'ban . |
Soil Association | Development Developed |
REA 1-3 2
ADA 1-3 2-3
PA 2-3 2-4
CWA 1-3 3-4
CPA 1-3 2&3
TTCA 2-3 1-5 1
SSL 3 5 3 3 3

Rankings: 1 = most suitable; 2 = suitable; 3 = least suitable
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Physiography

The Appalachian Mountain Range extends from Maine
to Georgia running through Western North Carolina and
Avery County. The Blue Ridge physiographic province
of the Southern Appalachians encompasses Avery
County. This province is the highest of the Appalachian
physiographic region with Big Yellow Mountain at 6,189
feet above mean sea level. The lowest elevation in
Avery is located in the southeastern tip of the County at

2,150 feet. As illustrated on the Elevation Map, one can .

see that the most predominant elevation range in the
County is 3,501 to 4,000 feet.

The County is predominantly mountainous with the
majority of development occurring in the valleys. Major
valley areas include North Toe River, Linville River and

l

Elk River. The major mountain ranges generally run
northeast to southwest and include Grandfather Moun-
tain, Sugar Mountain, Beech Mountain, Big Yellow
Mountain and Roan Mountain. Major streams include
Harper’s Creek, Lost Cove Creek and Wilson’s Creek
where trout fishing is abundant. The Eastern Conti-
nental Divide transects the County and differentiates
drainage patterns between the Atlantic Ocean and the
Gulf of Mexico.

Approximately 73% of the 247 square miles that make
up Avery County have slopes greater than 15% while
almost 50% of the total land area is composed of slopes
greater the 24.9%. The percent of land surface found in
each slope range is identified in Table I-3.

Table II-2

nt of Land Surface

_ Slope Range LandSUrface

Slope and Perce

Slope Range

0- 6% 4.9% I 7-12%
13 -15% 12.5% 16 -25%
26 - 45% 41% | >45%
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Topographic Slope o -

Flat to Gently Sloping**
(0-7.9%)

Suitable for all types of industrial, institutional, commercial and residential
development. Well-suited for primary and secondary roads and utility
corridors.

Moderately Sloping*
(8-14.9%)

Suitable for residential uses but too steep for extensive industrial, commer-
cial and high density residential use. Suited for secondary roads. Will
require additional grading and higher construction costs. Generally too
steep for cropland but suited for orchards.

Steep to Severely Sloping
(15-25%)

Suitable for individual homes but too steep for subdivisions. Substantial
limitations for other land uses. Excessive grading, excavation and construc-
tion costs. Suited for low-intensity uses and for active recreation (l.e
hiking, camping, fishing, skiing, etc.).

Severe Slope
(25% +)

Poorly suited for individual homes. Excessive grading, excavation and
construction costs. Suited for recreational use only (i.e., hiking and skiing).

T

Does not limit other activity but cost would increase.

Land within this category may fall within flood-prone areas.
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) Trout Waters and Gamelands

Trout Waters

In the mountains of North Carolina there are approxi-
mately 4,000 miles of habitat for brook, brown and
rainbow trout. The North Carolina Wildlife Resources
Commission has designated about 2,100 miles of these
streams as public mountain trout waters. Fishing
tributaries are assigned varying classifications for man-

4

agement purposes. Wilson Creek is designated as a .

catch and release stream and is classified by The Water
Quality Section of the Division of Environmental Man-
agement as an Outstanding Resource Waters (ORW).
The 24 waters in North Carolina that are classified as
ORW have recreational and/or ecological significance
and require special protection to maintain their current
uses. Wilson Creek possesses the excellent water
conditions and meets many of the required designations.

The abundance of trout in Avery County’s mountain
streams is a natural resource that generates substantial
revenue dollars. The number of anglers and the actual
fishing expenditures in Avery are considered in the tota]
number of tourist and tourism expenditures, and are not
available for the County alone. However, on the State
level, almost $70 million is contributed to the State’s
economy from about 110,000 trout fishermen a year, and
fishing related expenditures exceeded $900 million,

Trout Waters and Classifications

Hatchery Supported Waters Wild Trout Waters

41

Ling Branch Rockhouse Crec
Gragg Prong North Harper Creek
Webb Creek Harper Creek

North Toe River
Plumtree Creek
Little Plumtree Creek
Squirrel Creek

White Pine Creek
Mill Timber Creek
Linville River

Elk River

Jones Branch

Chestnut Cove Branch
Roaring Creek
Jones Creek

Horse Creek
Cranberry Creek
Kentucky Creek
Camp Creek

Catch & Release Single Hook (Artificial Lures Only)

Wilson Creek
Andrews Creek

Little Wilson
Stack Rock Creek

Catch & Release Single Hook (Artificial Flies Only)

Lost Cove Creek Little Lost Cove Creek

Gamelands

There are two million acres of North Carolina Game
Lands set aside for people who hunt, trap and fish
wildlife. N.C. Game Lands Program is cooperatively
funded under provisions of the Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration Act, which is administered by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. The Pisgah Game Land in Avery
County allows for fox, rabbit, squirrel, grouse, raccoon,
deer, bear and turkey hunting. The Game Lands also
allow warm water and mountain trout fishing. Unre-
stricted primitive camping for hunters is allowed.
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) T 11-6
Tourist Centers

Appalachian Trail Hiking trails

Blue Ridge Parkway | Parkway, hiking trails and camping facilities
Pisgah Gamelands l Hunting and fishing

Linville Gorge Wilderness/Linville Falls Gorge and waterfalls, trails

_ Private and Public Lands o

Beech Mountain Ski resort, rental units, second homes and restaurants

Sugar Mountain Ski resort, golf, tennis, rental units, second homes and res-
taurants

Seven Devils Ski resort, rental units, golf, tennis, second homes and res-
taurant

Elk River Resorts : Golf, tennis, horseback riding, second homes

Linville Land Harbor Golf, tennis, swimming, nature trails, clubhouse, campers,
recreation hall and homes

Linville Resort Golf, tennis, restaurants, clubhouse and second homes

Linville Ridge Golf, tennis, restaurants, clubhouse and second homes

Grandfather Mountain Hiking trails, nature museum, wildlife habitat, specialty shops,
restaurant and picnic areas

Newland Parks and Recreation Swimming, softball, baseball

Town of Banner Elk Accommodations, specialty shops, restaurants, season festivals
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Residential: Single family and multi-family dwelling units
and subdivisions.

Commercial: Businesses that sell and/or buy goods and

services, such as wholesale and retail establishments and
restaurants.

Industrial: An economic organization that trades,
produces and/or manufactures goods.

Mining and Extractive: Quarries

Institutional: ~ College, boarding schools, hospitals,
nursing and retirement homes.

Recreational: Recreational facilities for golf, tennis,
skiing and so forth. (Refer to Travel and Tourism
Section).

Wooded and Open Space: Wooded areas and timber
land and undeveloped areas.

Agriculture: Christmas tree and nursery farms, cash

crop farms and pasture lands. (Refer to Agriculture
Section).

Federally Owned Lands:
Carolina Gamelands.

National Forest and North

Landfill: County owned solid waste site.
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Industry )

Several factors must be considered when determining the

suitability of land for industrial development. A few of

the most important criteria in which sites are evaluated

on include the existing infrastructure and its availability;
property tax values; the location of the site and its access

to roads, rail lines and aircraft facilities; the cost involved

in operating at a particular site; and natural conditions

such as topography and soil types.

Considering the criteria in which sites are evaluated, it
lends to reason why industrial sites are scattered throu-
ghout the County with no particular tract of land set
aside for industrial development. For substantial indus-
trial growth to occur, the County will need to make some
accommodations such as developing a site for an indus-
trial park with access to utilities and adequate roads.
Since topography is such a deterrent, identifying an
adequate site close to water and sewer facilities is a
definite obstacle.

However, there are several industries located through-
out the County and they are listed in Table I1-4, page 37.

Mining and Extractive

Unimin Mining Inc.
Mining semi-conductor /quartz for use in
electronic devices.



candfill

The County landfill closed October, 1993. Avery County
is currently transporting its solid waste out of the County
by private contract. The County is woefully behind in
recycling goals.

Wooded and Open Space

This classification identifies rural areas of the County

that have scattered single home dwellings, woodland and .

timberland.

Federally Owned Lands

The Pisgah National Forest encompasses approximately
46% of the total land area in Avery County. This is a
relatively small area compared to the more than 600
miles of trails, waterfalls, plants and flowers, high peaks
and forested slopes that make up the National Forest.
The Appalachian Trail and the Blue Ridge Parkway runs
through the Pisgah National Forest.

Pisgah Game Lands are part of the North Carolina
Game Lands Program. The game lands are set aside for
protection of animals and their natural habitat from
development. The animals and fish are managed
through hunting and trapping and fishing seasons.

Thoroughfares

Avery County is accessible by several highways. US 221
crosses the County south to east connecting NC 105 and
US 321 in Watauga County. US 221 also connects Avery
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County to Interstate 40 which is south of McDo..<ll

County. US 19-E runs west to north through the County

to the Bristol area of Eastern Tennessee. Burke County

and Avery County are connected via NC 181. The Blue

Ridge Parkway crosses the southeastern section of the
County.

Rail Service
There is no rail service available within the County
limits. However, approximately 15 minutes away, in
Mitchell County, Clinchfield Railroad Company serves
rail freight.

Airport Service

The Avery County Airport, located on US 19-E, due
North of the Community College, is the County’s only
public aviation facility. The 3,000 foot runway is inade-
quate for most aircraft and accommodates mainly small,
single engine planes. The Airport Commission is
investigating the feasibility of a new 5,000 foot runway.
Expansion plans for hanger space and taxiway are
currently in progress.

The Elk River Airport, located in Banner Elk, is a
private airport. The runway is 75 x 4,600 feet at an
elevation of 3,468 feet.



Table II-5

Avery County Industries

Industry Address Number of Employees Product
Avery Machine & Welding Newland 15 Welding repair, miscellaneous services
Banner's Cabinets, INC. Newland 40 Cabinetry
ADDCO Pineola 19 Sway Bars
Eagle Electron Banner Elk 6 Solar Panel Componets
Classic Stone Pineola 25 Marble Tops & Cabinet Assessories
Unimin Ingals 38 Semi-Conductor Quartz
Carolina Sway Bar Newland 6 Sway Bars
Carolina Shutter Newland 6 Shutters
Herbert Cabinets Heaton 5 Cabinetry
Ollis Cabinets Minneapolis 2 Cabinetry
Banner Elk Winery Banner Elk > Wine
Plumtree Vineyard Plumtree 4 Wine
Blind Squirrel Brewery Plumtree 4 Beer
Linville Falls Winery Linville Falls 5 Wine
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Community Facilities

The provision of utility services, along with other com-
munity and transportation facilities, represent an avail-
able public means to promote efficient land development
patterns. Facilities such as public schools, police depart-
ments, fire and rescue stations, medical facilities and
government offices also reflect the quality of life in a
community. )

Government Offices

All eight municipalities have a police department. The
Sheriff's Department and the County Jail is in the
County Courthouse in Newland. The North Carolina
Forestry Division has a State Forestry Training Center
south of Crossnore. The County also houses two correc-
tional facilities. The N.C. Department of Corrections
houses a medium security prison on N.C. 194 and a
youth correctional facility, Blue Ridge Youth, is in the
same vicinity.

Fire Departments

Fire protection for the County is provided by 11 volun-
teer fire departments. They are as follows:

. Banner Elk Volunteer Fire Department

. Crossnore Volunteer Fire Department

* Elk Park Volunteer Fire Department

. Fall Creek Volunteer Fire Department

. Frank Volunteer Fire Department

. Green Valley Volunteer Fire Department
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. Linville Volunteer Fire Department and Central
Rescue Squad
. Newland Volunteer Fire Department

. Avery Central Rescue Squad

Emergency Medical Services

Avery’s Emergency Management Services has a total of
eight full-time personnel.

Approximately 60 Emergency Management Technicians
volunteer their time to serve on one of the three Avery
County Rescue Squads. The three rescue squads are in
addition to the eight paid paramedics who serve the resi-
dents of the County.

Avery also has an Emergency Management Agency that
was established to combat disasters which result from
hazardous materials accidents and natural disasters such
as snow storms, flood, fire, and epidemics.

Health Care Services

Cannon Memorial Hospital, Linville N.C.

is a 50 bed acute care facility with an additional
24 psychiatric bed unit. The facility is owned
and operated by Carolina Medical Association.



~Aducation

Avery County has nine public schools with a total enroll-
ment of 2,437 students. Within Avery County, there are
two higher education institutions. Lees-McRae College,
located in Banner Elk, is a fully accredited private four’

year school that offers Associate and Bachelors Degrees
in Arts and Science. Mayland Community College offers
24 different accredited one and two year programs and
is located two miles outside the town of Spruce Pine.

Table II-7

Avery County Public School System

o S, | Loea ' Teachers | Square Footage
Avery High . High School Road 683 60 150,959
Grades 9-12 Newland, NC
Avery Middle High School Road 348 40 59,528
Grades 6-8 Newland, NC
Banner Elk Elementary Highway 184 193 15 28,064
Grades K-5 Banner Elk, NC
Beech Mountain Elementary Whaley Road De-commissioned in 2010
Grades K-8 Beech Mountain, NC
Crossnore Elementary Bell Street 210 15 33,495
Grades K-5 Crossnore, NC
Elk Park Elementary School Road 241 15 24,694
Grades K-8 Elk Park, NC
Minneapolis Elementary Highway 19E 157 12 18,065
Grades K-8 Minneapolis, NC
Newland Elementary Highway 181 274 20 27,792
Grades K-5 Newland, NC
Riverside Elementary Highway 19E 235 10 33,687
Grades K-8 Newland, NC
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L State Forestry Training Cenler
2. Blue Ridge Youth Center (NCDOC)
& Avery Prison (NCDOC)
3. Grandfather Home for Children
4. Lees-McRae College
! 9. Crossnore School, Inc.
\ 4, 6. Mayland Community College
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Table II-8

Water Distribution and Wastewater Systems

Community/O\vﬁr_:_r"ship Utility Capacity'GPDZ_éI}M_{.'- Average Daily Use (_('}.I_?'D).
Banner Elk Water 244,000 GPD 120,000
Municipal Wastewater 330,000 GPD 120,000
Crossnore Water 144,000 GPD Unknown

Private Wastewater 70,000 GPD 35,000
Elk Park Water 100,000 GPD 40,000
Municipal | = e
Elk River Water 240 GPM
Private Wastewater 80,000 GPD
Grandfather Village - Water 70,000 GPD
Private/Municipal Wastewater 80,000 GPD
Linville Land Harbor Water 400 GPM
Private Wastewater 225,000 GPD
Linville Resorts Water 342 GPM
Private WasteWater 100,000 GPD
Linville Ridge Water 180 GPM
Private Wastewater 15,000 GPD
Newland Water 417,000 GPD 100,000
Municipal Wastewater 160,000 GPD 120,000
Sugar Mountain Water 106,000 GPD 100,000
Private Wastewater 500,000 GPD 40,000
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Table I1-9

NCDOT Highway Program for Avery County

Route/City ID No.

Location and
Description

Length

Work Phase

US 19 E-NC R-2520*

Multi-lane sections east of
Spruce Pine to US 221.
Widen roadway to a multi-
lane facility.

10.3

Post year row and construction ----26850

NC 105to NC 184 in
Tynecastle. Widen roadway
to a multi-lane facility.

4.3

Purchase right of way 2015
Phase 1: 2015-2018 Construction
Phase 2: 2018 Begin Purchase of right of way

Banner Elk in Avery to
Valley Crucis in Watauga.
Widen & resurface
roadway

Scheduled for Feasibility Study

NC 105 R-2811
NC 194 R-2710
US 221 R-2505*

Blue Ridge Parkway to NC
181 in Linville.
Widen roadway to a
multi-lane facility.

11.6

Post year row and construction 30950

*Indicates Intrastate project
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' Survey Design and Analysis

The Citizen Participation Survey was conducted through
direct mail to ascertain views on the quality of Avery
County in general, and need for controlled growth and
development, particularly through land use regulation.
The business community, county commissioners, and
planning board members were targeted for the initial
mailing. The survey will be conducted later, targeting a
more generalized group of citizens and the agricultural

sector. The 21% response rate, 65 respondents out of .

314 surveys, is considered good.

The survey was structured so that respondents could rate
various items in terms of like to dislike, more to less,
needed to not needed, and good to poor. "Yes" and "no"
responses were required of several items and opportuni-
ties were given to cite examples of "best" and "worst,"
"strongest” and "weakest" and to give comment. For
profile purposes, some biographical information was
asked for.

y

)

The survey is limited. The target was narrow, both in
terms of classification and geographic location. The
membership lists of the three Chambers of Commerce
and government officials were used in establishing who
surveys were to be mailed to. The business community,
containing real estate and development interests, does
not necessarily reflect the same viewpoints as farmers
and the non-business community on land use issues.
Future plans are to broaden the survey to include public
participation from other groups. The data will be
combined with what has now been collected and reana-
lyzed.

Respondents were asked on a numbered scale of one to
five what they "liked about Avery County" in terms of
"Like to Dislike" and asked to give examples of "Best
and "Worst" for each category:

Table I1I-1
What Do You Like Most About Avery County? | Liked Moderate.
Natural Environment 100%
Commercial Areas 18% 51% 31%
Residential Areas 46% 49% 5%
County Services 21% 40% 39%
Recreational Opportunities 43% 41% 16%
[LSocial/Cultural Activities 34% 38% 28%
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’nder Natural Environment, Grandfather Mountain ana
natural beauty were cited most often as best examples;
soil erosion most often as worst. The entrance to
Banner Elk was cited most often as the worst example of
the county’s Commercial Areas; no best examples were
cited. Not enough citations were made under Residen-
tial Areas to identify strong opinion. Under County
Services, county government was most often cited as the
worst example, while the best example was the rescue

'\

squads. Under Recreational Opportunities, the 1.
often cited comment was the lack of organized recre-
ation as being the worst example. Lees-McRae College
was cited most often as the best example.

Rating the quality of Avery County in a number of areas
on a numbered scale of "Good to Poor" revealed the
following:

Table IT1-2
"How Would You Rate the ... _
_ Quality of the Following? - Good . Moderate .. Poor
General Appearance 54% 36% 10%
Roads & Upkeep 18% 36% 46%
Water/Sewer Services 27% 15% 58%
Street Lighting 25% 40% 35%
Crime Protection 56% 37% 7%
Quality of Development 36% 38% 26%
Public Schools 37% 31% 32%
Mayland Community College 52% 42% 6%
Lees-McRae College 63% 31% 6%
County Government 15% 40% 45%
Protecting Property Values 19% 50% 31%
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isked to comment on the best and worst examples o1
each area, under General Appearance, the most often
cited worst example was the physical "dirtiness" of the
county. The best example was the "natural scenic
beauty." Under Roads and Upkeep, respondents most
often complained about how they weren’t properly
maintained as the worst example; no best examples were
cited. Not enough comments were made about Water
and Sewer Services, Street Lighting, Crime Protection,

Public Schools, Mayland Community College, 1 -
McRae College, or Protecting Property Values to derive
a pattern for best and worst examples. County Govern-
ment, in general, was most often cited as the worst
example.

Respondents were asked on a numbered scale if they
thought the county needed "more or less" development
in various economic sectors:

Table I11-3
DoestheCo NeedMnrenr o
Less of the Following? ~About Right
Industrial Development 13% 17%
Tourism Development 10% 15%
Commercial Development 19% 15%
Residential Development 25% 13%
Agricultural Development 42% 5%

Respondents were asked if the county should do more to
protect farmland. Seventy-six percent responded "yes,"
while 24% responded "no."
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When asked if Avery County should "encourage and
promote" certain economic development activities, the
results were as follows:



Table II1-4

Should A'very:C()unty'E'ri;coili.‘:age ; . - _
and Promote the Following? _ o Yes 0 = No
More Commercial Stores/Shopping Centers 83% 17%
More Private Golf Courses 66% 34%
More Public Golf Courses 70% 30%
More Tourism Attractions : 57% 43%
More Motels, Lodges, Bed and Breakfast 63% 37%
More Restaurants 74% 26%
More National/State Forests, Parks, Wilderness 54% 46%
More Seasonal Residents 44% 56%
More Entertainment Facilities 79% 21%
More Meeting Facilities 64% 36%
More Festivals, Fairs, Special Events 77% 23%
When asked if development and growth in Avery County Specific controls were evaluated on a numbered scale as
needed regulating, respondents were about evenly to "Needed vs. Not Needed." The results were as
divided, with 56% saying "Yes," and 44% saying "No." follows:
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Target small, environmentally clean, new industry.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1)

2)

3)

4)

)

The Avery County Economic Development
Commission should encourage, support and assist
in the development of a regional coalition for the
advancement of economic development.

The County is encouraged to construct a specula-
tive/incubator facility for a potential industry.

The Economic Development Commission and the
Chambers of Commerce should coordinate efforts
in promoting the County to attract the diversified
development of technical, manufacturing and
service-oriented businesses.

It is recommended that a study committee be
appointed by the Economic Development Com-
mission and the Chambers of Commerce. The
purpose of the study committee would be to meet
with and evaluate the needs of existing businesses
and offer their suggestions as to what type of
assistance they might need. This assistance could
be in the form of loans, information on grants,
employee training, efficiency training, communica-
tions and other expert assistance.

Avery County should continue in its efforts with
the assistance of the State, Lees-McRae College
and Mayland Community College to offer voca-
tional and technical preparation programs to
students to meet the needs of local job place-
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"

ment. In addition to these programs, schools and
businesses should offer quality management and
motivational-type programs.

Sub-Issue: Tourism

Objectives/Tasks:

Encourage and promote guided growth of target-
ed tourism related development by providing
adequate infrastructure and facilities for business,
cultural and nature-oriented activities.

Preserve and promote Avery County’s appealing
natural environment and ecotourism amenities.



)

3)

The County should develop a greenways/traus
system, connecting tourism designations within the
County, encouraging nature-oriented activities and
continued attraction from outdoor enthusiasts in
a safe pedestrian-type mode of transportation.

It is advised that the County participate in the
coordinated intergovernmental effort to promote
and protect scenic byways and The Blue Ridge
Parkway.

Sub-Issue: Agricultural Development

Objectives/Tasks:

Insure the viability of the farming industry and
protect agricultural land from premature develop-
ment.

Identify and preserve prime agricultural soils for
agricultural use.

Recognize and include agricultural interest in
economic development activities and land use
planning.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

3]

An implemented land use guidance system will
encourage growth in established communities and
service nodes and discourage growth in agricultur-
al lands.
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2)

3)

3)

6)

7)

The County should continue to encourage ‘e
federally funded Agriculture Cost Share Program
for local farmers.

It is recommended that the County continue to
offer the Use Value Assessment tax advantage
for farmers.

The County, in conjunction with its agricultural
offices, should promote estate planning and assist
in conservation strategies to insure long-term
maintenance of important farms and farmland.

The County should encourage and support its
Farmland Preservation Program and incorporate
agricultural representation on the Economic
Development Commission.

The County, agricultural offices and the Avery
County Agricultural Advisory Committee should
initiate and perpetuate an education and training
program that would include land management
practices such as soil erosion and sedimentation
control practices, and the appropriate handling
and application of pesticides to protect workers
and ground and surface waters.

It is recommended that organized efforts for the
advancement of Christmas tree farming in Avery
County continue to be encouraged and that a
joint marketing effort be organized by the County
Agricultural Advisory Committee.



8) The Economic Development Commission is
advised to initiate and maintain contact between
the agricultural community and the tourism

interest in the County to reduce potential con-
flicts.

Issue: The protection and enhancement of the environ-
ment, its natural beauty and resources and the preserva-

tion of a "quality of life."

GOALI: Protect and preserve the physical environment

and natural resources of the County for sustained use for

present and future generations.

Sub-Issue: Enforcement of land use and environmental
rules and regulations

Objectives/Tasks:

. Implement and enforce the County’s land man-
agement ordinances by establishing priorities and
scheduling for inspection and ordinance adminis-
tration within the Planning and Inspections
Department.

. Establish and staff a planning department for the
administration of the County’s land management
ordinances and to offer staff support to the
Planning Board.

. Cross-train inspectors for the enforcement of the
County’s ordinances.
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. Continue and increase the coordination of plan-
ning and economic development programs among
the municipalities and the county.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1) The County is recommended to evaluate its
administrative capabilities for the development
and enforcement of land related rules and ordi-
nances and land planning activities.

Sub-Issue: Standards for Future Development

Objectives/Tasks:

. Encourage new economic development by devel-
oping the most appropriate land, and establish
development standards to encourage high quality
development.
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2)

Sub-Issue:

harmonious growth is public opinion, especially
that of neighbors and adjacent land owners.

The system, as proposed and briefly summarized
here will be thoroughly developed with public
participation. The ordinance will provide flexibili-
ty, fairness, speed in processing and public partici-
pation. Individual development projects will not
be designated for particular locations, such as in
traditional zoning with the exception of areas in
the County that request traditional zoning, but

should adhere to the principle of free use of

property as long as such use does not inflict an
unreasonable burden on the environment or on
the community.

When developing a flexible land use management
system, the Avery County Planning Board is
recommended to review Bedford County, Virgin-
ia’s, Land Use Guidance System and Burke
County, North Carolina’s, Land Use Management
Ordinance as examples of a flexible land use
management system.

The protection and enhancement of the

County’s natural resources.

Objectives/Tasks:

Promote greenways along streams and ecological-
ly sensitive areas.

Preserve environmentally and culturally significant
areas.
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Protect viewsheds surrounding the Blue ke
Parkway and other scenic corridors.

Encourage the protection of endangered and/or
threatened wildlife and vegetation.

Encourage best management practices for logging
as required by state legislation.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

1)

2)

3)

When developing a land use management ordi-
nance, the County should determine a list of
environmental criteria which would insure the
wise and beneficial use of the County’s natural
resources and the preservation of its beauty.

It is recommended that the County exercise its
authority given by the N.C.G.S., Chapter 160A,
Article 19, Part 4, 160A-401:

"Any county or city may acquire, by purchase, gift,
grant, bequest, devise, lease or otherwise, and
through the expenditures of public funds, the fee or
any lesser interest or right in real property in order
to preserve, through limitations of future use, open
spaces and areas for public use and enjoyment."

By exercising the County’s authority for the
acquisition of natural areas, the County can
actively pursue a greenways/trails program. A
few of the environmental benefits of riparian and
other types of greenways are as follows:



(a)  "Accommodate flooding without damage to
buildings, loss of economic activity, threat to

life, or the need for expensive flood control
structures;

(b)  Improve water quality by filtering surface
water runoff, allowing infiltration and tran-
spiration, perpetuating biological and bio-
chemical processes, and displacing potential
streamside uses that would otherwise de-
grade water quality;

(c)  Provide high quality habitat for fish and
wildlife as well as travel corridors among
parks, refuges, and sanctuaries;

(d)  Maintain biological diversity among plant
communities;

(e¢)  Improve the quality of life through the
conservation of varied plant and animal
communities."

Sub-Issue: The protection and enhancement of the
County’s visual quality.

Objectives/Tasks:

Encourage the prevention of visual eyesores such
as, but not limited to, abandoned and junked
motor vehicles and trailers, dilapidated buildings,
signs, and accumulated trash.
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

1

2)

It is suggested that the County offer incentives for

the removal of eyesores and offer a means by

which eyesores can be eliminated. Such a means "
or program would be a "car crash" month . . . a

car demolition company would establish itself
within the County for a month to flatten and haul

off junked motor vehicles.

The County should consider adoption of an
abandoned and/or junked motor vehicles ordi-
nance and sign ordinance to preserve the scenic
and aesthetic character of Avery County, in order
to protect and promote the development of the
tourist industry and to provide for the protection
of the health, welfare and quality of life for
residents and visitors. Additional benefits ob-
tained from abandoned/junked cars and signage
guidelines, and the reasoning behind the guide-
lines are as follows:

(a) To preserve and increase the value of
commercial and residential buildings and
property in the area by creating a more
visually harmonious environment.

(b)  Signage guidelines would also help to
insure the safety of motorists on public
roads in Avery County by preventing the
distracting influence of unregulated signs
throughout the County.
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